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Tiiere was a time when a classification of diseases occupied the attention of physicians in nearly every country. Cullen, Mason Good, in this country; Linnseus, Boerhaave, Sauvages, abroad, spent much labour in trying to bring the somewhat formidable catalogue of diseases of their day into a system. That their efforts were futile is not extraordinary, since the knowledge of diseases was imperfect, and the opinions relative to them constantly changing.
The aim, however, of these eminent men was to systematise medicine, and to bring it into the same order as other branches of natural science. In these days we scarcely aim at doing more than to make a provisional arrangement. We use classification merely to facilitate the study of disease, or as a kind of memorici technica to assist us in obtaining a wider grasp of facts.
Facts accumulate; they must be grouped so as to enable us to have a general view of the whole in mass, and to be able afterwards to study the characters which constitute the differences between the individuals, and to retain them in our memory.
There have been numerous proposals for grouping or classifying the various cases of insanity. Fresh systems are constantly proposed. Some of those most recently brought forward have met with a much more favourable reception than I should be disposed to give them, as none of them appear to me to answer the purpose of bringing into groups the cases according to the real nosology. Of course, any basis may be selected for dividing or grouping different objects; but it is quite obvious that the product will depend very much for its character upon the nature of the basis that is selected.
We may classify plants, for 
